[Human embryonic stem cells. Perspectives for the study and therapy of neurological disorders].
The remarkable capability of human embryonic stem cells (hES cells) to differentiate into all somatic cell types and tissues opens promising perspectives for the development of novel therapeutic approaches for neurological disorders. This article provides an overview on the current state of research in this field. We present strategies and results on the generation of selected neural subtypes (dopaminergic neurons, retinal progenitors, motoneurons, oligodendrocytes) and discuss problems and risks associated with a potential clinical application of this novel cell source.